MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

man his sins and then change his mind about such forgive-
ness and punish him when the man is again disobedient.
Bishr was questioned about this: "If an unbeliever had
turned from his unbelief, and drank wine after having re-
pented from his unbelief, without considering it legal to
drink wine, and death should seize him before he had re-
pented from his drinking of wine, would Allah punish him
on the last day for his unbelief for which he repented ?" He
said " yes/' It was then said to him: "According to this,
then, the punishment for such a sin on the part of those who
are of the Moslem community is like the punishment of the
unbeliever/' And Bishr had to accept this deduction.

His fourth heresy is his theory that if Allah punished a
baby, he would be acting unjustly towards it in meting out
such punishment, for if Allah does this, the baby would
have to be grown up, sensible, and deserving of pun-
ishment. This is the same as if he said that Allah has
power to act unjustly, and if he acts unjustly, then, indeed
through this injustice he becomes just! Thus the beginning
of this theory contradicts the conclusion. Our followers
say that Allah has the power to punish babies; if he does
so, his act must be a just one. Their views in this matter
are not contradictory, but Bishr's view is.

His fifth heresy is his view that [when a body moves from
one place to another] motion exists, but not in the body,
either as it is in the first or the second place; but that the
body moves through it from the first to the second place.
This view is unreasonable in itself. Theologians before him
disagreed as to whether motion is an " unsubstantial real-
ity" (wiafncfi) or not. Those who* do not believe in phe-
nomena said no; while those who believed in phenomena
differ over the time of the occurrence of motion, some of
them claiming that it starts in the body when the body is in
the first place, and the body then passes through it from the
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